Psa. 14:0 ¶ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.
Another Psalm David wrote for the choir director of the temple singers.
Psa. 14:1 ¶ The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt,
they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.
This is a recurring thought in David’s heart; he repeats it almost verbatim in the
opening verse of Psalm 53. David doesn’t pull any punches; he is not worried
about being politically correct. He is not worried about hurting anybody’s
feelings. He is not worried about possible repercussions to himself. He boldly
declares that anyone who denies the existence and authority of Almighty God is
a fool. The Hebrew definition of this word is direct—“stupid, wicked, vile
person.” My response—Amen!
Those who reject God are always corrupt, seeking to destroy and ruin those that
do believe in God. Their acts have been morally detestable. There is none that
does good.
Frankly, this is the first time I have read this whole verse in proper context.
Though the last clause mirrors the truth of Romans 3:12…
“…there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”
…and I have used it in corroboration of the sinfulness of all men, the context in
this Psalm is in reference to those that claim there is no God.
I liked Spurgeon’s comment: “He was a fool to think it. He was not fool enough,
however, to say it except in his heart. Fools have grown more brazen-faced of
late; for now, they not only say it in their heart, but they say with their tongues,
‘There is no God.’ Oh, no; I have made a mistake! They do not call them ‘fools’
now; they call them ‘philosophers.’ That, however, is often exactly the same
thing.”
Psa. 14:2 The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to
see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.
The first time you read these verses, it would seem to be a contradiction of truth.
There are many that seek to follow God in faith and obedience. I think the key to
understanding is in the phrase “the children of men.” Once one chooses to place
one’s faith in God, he/she becomes reborn as a child of God.
I remind myself that David was writing under the influence of the Holy Spirit
and may not have fully grasped the full truth of what he was saying. Maybe at
the time he wrote this Psalm, he was overwhelmed with the wickedness that
surrounded him.
Those who do not seek God and have no spiritual understanding always choose
to ignore the truth of God’s word and follow the wisdom of this world as defined

by the god of this world—Satan. It is he who has blinded them, causing them to
deny the truth.
2 Corinthians 4:3–4 “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”
Even so, the evidence of creation surrounds him, and the fool that denies the
Creator is without excuse.
Romans 1:19–20 “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God
hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse:”
Psa. 14:3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is
none that doeth good, no, not one.
All who reject God become more and more filthy, morally corrupt, more
entrenched in the ways of wickedness. There is none that does what is good
according to the truth as established by God and revealed in His word—not a
single one. As our Creator, God is the only Being with the authority to define
what is good.
Psa. 14:4 ¶ Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my
people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD.
In looking at the Hebrew for the word knowledge, it references “…to ascertain by
seeing…comprehend…discern, discover…learn…understand.” David questions
if such fools can ever learn to comprehend the truth about God. As long as they
choose to yield to the deceit and lies of Satan, they will remain blind to what they
should be able to see and will never be able to discern or understand that they
are wrong. They will continue to attack and try to destroy those that call upon
the LORD just as surely as they eat.
Psa. 14:5 There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the
righteous.
Eventually these evil people will find themselves in great fear before God as they
stand in judgment before Him. They will be made to recognize that God takes
care of His own.
How blessed we are to know that we are accounted righteous in Jesus!
2 Corinthians 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
David’s generation was dependent upon observance of the law and the sacrificial
system.

Psa. 14:6 Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his
refuge.
I liked the wording of the CJB for this verse: “You may mock the plans of the poor,
but their refuge is ADONAI.”
No matter how prevalent were the wicked that surrounded him, David was
confident that God takes care of his own.
Psa. 14:7 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD
bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall
be glad.
David is longing for the people of Israel as a whole to embrace God as their
LORD. He seems to be making direct reference to the coming of the Messiah,
“the salvation of Israel” that will come out of Zion. He knows that such a time
will be one of blessing and rejoicing.
We know that David’s longing will one day become reality as recorded by the
prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel and the Apostle Paul.
Jeremiah 31:33 “But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel;
After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.”
Ezekiel 36:26–28 “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of
flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye
shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your
fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.”
Romans 11:26 “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of
Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob….”

