I have been putting off this book because it seems so hard to me. I am
completing a series of blogs on prophetic insights from the minor prophets and
felt like the Lord would not have me leave this one out. That it has application to
the future is obvious to me, but determining the proper application is another
story all together. I am asking the Lord to help me hear the teaching of the Holy
Spirit in discerning its truth without hindrance resulting from preconceived
ideas, which can sometimes blind one to the revelation of truth. That said, I have
read this chapter through several times. It is quite clear that the direct
application is to the nation of Israel, Judah/Jerusalem in particular.
Joel 2:1 ¶ Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy
mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD
cometh, for it is nigh at hand;
Joel 2:2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick
darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a
strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it,
even to the years of many generations.
Point is made that this message is directed to “Zion,” “my holy mountain.” This
would be a reference to the temple mount in Jerusalem.
As is often the case with the prophets, the message seems to jump forward in
application from Joel’s generation to a future generation. In the first chapter he
was referring to an event that was unique in their history to that point (cf verse
2). This part of this message references another judgment that will be unique in
the nation’s history to that point, but there will never be another like it. This
seems to connect directly to the words of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 24.
Matthew 24:21 “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
I think this identifies the application of this message to the 7-year tribulation
period, the 70 week of Daniel, the time preceding the return of Jesus as King to
establish His Kingdom, the time about which He was teaching in Matthew 24.
The people to whom Joel was ministering, and even the prophet himself,
probably didn’t understand its application to the far future, but this is often true
of the messages of the prophets. I am sure there was an application to the events
of their day that is not so obvious to us today.
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Though there are many scriptures that tell of the light of the sun and moon being
darkened as part of this judgment, I tend to think the main reference here is to
the predominance of wickedness and evil. There are many verses that equate
darkness with evil.
Job 30:26 “When I looked for good, then evil came unto me: and when I
waited for light, there came darkness.”
Matthew 6:23 “But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of
darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that
darkness!”
John 3:19 “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”

Ephesians 6:12 “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
This darkness seems to come with the arrival of a very large army of a powerful
enemy. At first this would seem to correspond directly to the armies of Antichrist
gathering at Armageddon. I am reminded, however, that the armies at
Armageddon are gathering for war against Jesus, the coming King. These armies
are specifically targeting Judah/Jerusalem. It’s the next verse that causes me to
make a distinction and causes the most problem in trying to identify the
application. It seems to most fit the description of the land before Gog attacks,
but following verses will seem to negate that possibility.
Joel 2:3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the
land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate
wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them.
This army is advancing leaving a wake of destruction behind them. The land
before them as they advance is described “as the garden of Eden.” I don’t think
that will be an appropriate description of the land of Israel at the end of the
tribulation period. It will have suffered much due to the seal, trumpet and bowl
judgments. So that rules out Armageddon. This could, however, make reference
to the armies that are part of Gog’s coalition as detailed in Ezekiel 38-39. There
are also many similarities to the demonic locust army of Revelation 9. Even with
these similarities I’m stymied by the idea of the land being compared to “the
garden of Eden,” which I think is a reference to producing bountifully, since 7
seals and 4 trumpet judgments precede this locust army. That is why I have
continued to put off doing this study; understanding eludes me as yet.
Joel 2:4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as
horsemen, so shall they run.
Joel 2:5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like
the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in
battle array.
All I know to do at this point is comment on comparisons to the most obvious
possibilities and keep praying for understanding.
Ezekiel 38:4 “And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will
bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen,”
Ezekiel 38:9 “Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud
to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee.”
Revelation 9:7-9 “And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared
unto battle….and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many
horses running to battle.”
I note that the language of the prophet indicates that he is trying to describe
something unknown to him by making reference to things that are known to
him—“as” the appearance…”like” the noise x 2, “as” a strong people. This
language seems to connect more readily with the passage in Revelation.

Joel 2:6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather
blackness.
I could not find a comparable reference in Ezekiel. This verse also seems to
connect with Revelation.
Revelation 9:4-6 “And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the
grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men
which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. And to them it was given that
they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and
their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. And in
those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and
death shall flee from them.”
Joel 2:7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of
war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break
their ranks:
Joel 2:8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path:
and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.
Joel 2:9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they
shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief.
Although I couldn’t find a similar thought in either Ezekiel or Revelation, I did
find a section in Ezekiel that seems to eliminate that connection. This army in
Joel will not break ranks and cannot be injured by the sword. Ezekiel states that
God will cause the armies of Gog to turn on one another, and they will be killed.
Ezekiel 38:18 “And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come
against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up in my
face.”
Ezekiel 38:21-22 “And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my
mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man’s sword shall be against his brother.
And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon
him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an
overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone.”
Ezekiel 39:3-4 “And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine
arrows to fall out of thy right hand. Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel,
thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: I will give thee unto the
ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.”
Joel 2:10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun
and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining:
This description is similar to some of God’s judgments during the tribulation
period as described in Revelation. In fact, the locust army of Revelation 9 causes
the sun and air to be darkened.
Revelation 9:2 “And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a
smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the
air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.”
Also, the 4 trumpet judgment that precedes this judgment of demonic locusts
also brings darkness.
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Revelation 8:12 “And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the
sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the
stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for
a third part of it, and the night likewise.”
Another thought that enters my mind is that the trumpet judgments are not
confined to Israel, but that doesn’t necessarily preclude the prophet Joel from
making specific application to Israel. I realized a while back that I had allowed
preconceived ideas to blind me from making a distinction between the wrath of
God being directed against the unbelieving world and the refining work that
God was performing on the Jewish people. He will obviously utilize many of the
same judgments in accomplishing both purposes since they will occur during the
same timeframe.
In reference to this same time period, the prophet Isaiah also declares that there
will be darkness and that the heavens and earth will be shaken.
Isaiah 13:9-13 “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with
wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the
sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven and the constellations
thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going
forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. And I will punish
the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause
the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of
the terrible. I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man
than the golden wedge of Ophir. Therefore I will shake the heavens, and
the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of
hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.”
Joel 2:11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is
very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is
great and very terrible; and who can abide it?
Though this a prophecy concerning the invasion of Judah by a great enemy
army, YHWH is clear to state that this army is doing His bidding.
Joel 2:12 ¶ Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:
Joel 2:13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD
your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness,
and repenteth him of the evil.
Joel 2:14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing
behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your
God?
“Therefore also now” – back to present day of Joel
At this point the LORD calls for His people to turn to Him in repentance with a
sincere heart as evidenced by fasting, weeping and mourning. The custom of the
time was to tear your garment as a sign of mourning. God wants a sign that only

He can see that testifies to true repentance—a heart that is broken in repentance
for sin.
Scripture is full of the truth that YHWH is gracious and merciful, slow to anger
and kind.
Exodus 34:6 “And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The
LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth….”
Nehemiah 9:17 “… but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness….”
Psalms 103:8 “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
plenteous in mercy.”
Psalms 117:2 “For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth
of the LORD endureth for ever.”
Nahum 1:3 “The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power….”
There are also examples of God’s willingness to withdraw judgment due to the
prayers of the righteous or due to repentance and obedience in light of
pronounced judgment. I immediately think of his agreement with Abraham to
spare Sodom if there were but ten righteous men in the city (Genesis 18). He
relented from destroying the Israelites through the intercession of Moses
(Deuteronomy 9). And much to Jonah’s disappointment, He spared Nineveh for
repenting when Jonah declared God’s message of judgment.
Jonah 4:2 “And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD,
was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled
before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the
evil.”
Eventually, however, there comes a point when repentance will no longer
forestall judgment. I am reminded of the verses in Romans when God states that
He will give the people over to their sin.
Romans 1:21-24 “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him
not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise,
they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into
an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted
beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to
uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts….”
An even more important truth to the people that will experience future judgment
during the tribulation--the door of mercy will close to those who choose to take
the mark of the beast.
Revelation 14:9-10 “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in
his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his
indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:”
Joel 2:15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:

Joel 2:16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders,
gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go
forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.
Joel 2:17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch
and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine
heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should
they say among the people, Where is their God?
Once again the prophet encourages the spiritual leaders of the people to heed his
message and call the people to unite in fasting and repentance. Just as Moses
did, the people are encouraged to seek God’s mercy in honor of His name among
the heathen.
Though I am confident that the ultimate application of this passage is to the
future, I am also sure that the people of Joel’s day made application to the events
of that time. Again, that is not unusual in prophecy. Events of the past often
foreshadow events yet to occur in the future. I am sure that many Jews of the
tribulation period will understand the application to themselves.
I can’t help but wonder if this is not referring to the time that the Jews will call
out in recognition of the Messiah and in desire of His return…
Matthew 23:37-39 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
…because the following verses indicate that the Lord will intervene to bring
about the final destruction of this enemy, the land of Israel will once again
become fruitful and prosperous and the people of Israel will never again be
ashamed.
In reading through this section again, I realized that in the time being referenced
there will be a temple as referenced by the phrase “between the porch and the
altar.”
Joel 2:18 ¶ Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.
Joel 2:19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will
send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will
no more make you a reproach among the heathen:
At the heartfelt prayer of repentance and desire for deliverance from the Jewish
people, God will hasten to respond. He is going to abundantly bless the land
and position His people in a place of honor among the nations, never again to
suffer shame or disgrace.
Joel 2:20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive
him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his
hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill
savour shall come up, because he hath done great things.

In looking at the Hebrew for the word northern, it was interesting to note that the
reference was to a root word defined as “hidden, dark, used only of the north as
a quarter (gloomy and unknown).” Many of the enemies of Israel are described
in scripture as coming from the north. In this verse, however, I wonder if the
emphasis is more on the connection to verse 2 (“a day of darkness and
gloominess”) and the unfamiliar army described in verses 4-9.
I have to keep reminding myself how the messages of the prophets often seem to
be jumbled so to speak. He can be speaking of something current, then jump
forward in time, then jump back in time, etc.
Maybe this is a reference to how the Lord destroys the demon locusts of
Revelation 9 that are only allowed to operate for a 5-month period. I am
reminded of the time Jesus healed the possessed man in the land of the
Gadarenes. The expelled demons were given permission to enter the swine, and
the demon-possessed swine jumped into the lake and were drowned.
Luke 8:30-33 “And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he
said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him. And they
besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.
And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and
they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he
suffered them. Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the
swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and
were choked.”
Note that the “devils” in Luke did not want to go to the deep, the abussos, the
place from which the demon locusts of Revelation 9 ascended. The locusts from
Revelation 9 will inhabit some type of body. When their reign of terror ends,
maybe the Lord is going to drive them into the Dead Sea [the east sea] and the
Mediterranean Sea [the utmost sea]. Maybe the stink will be so great because
there will be so many and their the stink will be increased due to the utter
wickedness of their being.
The only way I can justify saying that they have done great things is due to the
fact that they are acting in accordance to God’s will.
Joel 2:21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great
things.
The prophet again turns his focus to the fact that the land will have great cause to
rejoice and be glad because YHWH will deliver His people and their land.
Joel 2:22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness
do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their
strength.
The time is coming when no one in the land of Israel—beast or human—will fear
going hungry because the fruit of the land will produce abundantly.
Joel 2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God:
for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come
down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.

The time is coming when the “children of Zion,” the people of Israel, will rejoice
in YHWH as their God. No longer will they be in rebellion against Him. I like
the CJB translation of the next part of the verse.
Joel 2:23 “….For he is giving you the right amount of rain in the fall, he
makes the rain come down for you, the fall and spring rains — this is
what he does first.”
It’s basically another statement of how God will provide for the land to produce
abundantly.
Joel 2:24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with
wine and oil.
Joel 2:25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the
cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I
sent among you.
The land of Israel will once again become a flourishing, prosperous nation as it
was during the reign of Solomon.
In light of all the connections of the locusts with demonic spirits, it seems
plausible to me that this verse is referencing all the years of rebellion since the
rejection of Messiah. Though the people cannot be excused for the choices they
made, they have definitely been under the constant attack of the enemy (Satan)
and his demon hordes as they have sought to defeat God’s plan. Israel has ever
been essential to the fulfillment of that plan. Much of Satan’s energies have been
directed toward the destruction of Israel and toward encouraging the Jews to
reject the Messiah, their Deliverer, in hopes of achieving his goal and thwarting
God’s plan.
When God’s people call out to Him in repentance and acknowledgement of their
Messiah, God is going to recompense (from the Hebrew) Israel for all those wasted
years. Their future blessing will greatly exceed the suffering of their past
judgment.
It is interesting to note that these wonderful words of blessing are tempered with
the truth that their judgment had been deserved and decreed by God.
Joel 2:26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of
the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people
shall never be ashamed.
Joel 2:27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the
LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.
The abundance of the land will assure that in this future time of blessing the
people will never experience want or hunger. They will be satisfied; they will
want for nothing. Their lips will be full of praise for God in recognition of the
truth that He is the source of their blessing.
The Hebrew for the word never includes the idea of “time out of mind…eternal.”
From the time that God again establishes the nation in blessing and abundance,
they will never again experience shame or disappointment. Why? Because
YHWH will dwell in their midst, and they will worship Him as YHWH, the God

of Israel. No thought of false gods will ever tempt them again. This can only
reference the millennial kingdom.
Joel 2:28 ¶ And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit
upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
Joel 2:29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days
will I pour out my spirit.
At this point the prophet’s message seems to make a jump back in time from the
preceding verses. It seems to me to pick up with the flow of the message from
verse 17. It’s like his mind got sidetracked thinking about the future time of
blessing.
I was listening to Joe Focht teach on this section, and he pointed out that verses
28-32 begin chapter 3 in the Hebrew Bible. The Spirit also used him to enlighten
me regarding this section of scripture. This is a description of God’s Holy Spirit
working through believers during the church age among “all” peoples. This is
not a reference specific to the Jewish people. In fact, Peter (through the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit) made application of these verses to the events at
Pentecost (Acts 2). The context was in reference to the ability of those
empowered by the Spirit to declare the gospel message without being hindered
by language limitations. I think this gifting of the Spirit throughout the body of
believers to facilitate the preaching of the gospel message is unique to the church
age.
Joel 2:30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and
fire, and pillars of smoke.
Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.
It stands out to me that this will be a time of judgment “in the heavens and in the
earth.” In other words, it won’t be limited to Israel. I couldn’t help but think
back to the fact that God used signs and wonders to declare Himself to Pharaoh,
and He will do the same again in declaring Himself not only to His own people,
but to the nations as well during the coming “great and terrible day of the
LORD.” The same Hebrew word for wonders is used in verse 30 as is used in
Deuteronomy below.
Deuteronomy 6:22 “And the LORD shewed signs and wonders, great and
sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our
eyes:”
The book of Revelation is full of descriptions of the wonders that God will do in
heaven and earth using blood, fire and smoke.
Only in Acts and Revelation do we find companion verses for verse 31.
Acts 2:20 “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:”
Revelation 6:12 “And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo,
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of
hair, and the moon became as blood;”

The verse in Acts and the next indicate that Peter is also prophesying about the
coming time of God’s judgment with the intent of producing repentance in the
heart of those who hear the message.
Acts 2:21 “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name
of the Lord shall be saved.”
This ties directly to the next verse in Joel.
The verse in Revelation is a result of the opening of the 6 seal that is specifically
identified as the beginning of the day of God’s wrath (in anger and vengeance
against His enemies), and I think is the specific reference being made here.
Revelation 6:16-17 “And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath
of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able
to stand?”
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Joel 2:32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of
the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be
deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall
call.
Even in the midst of God’s most severe time of judgment upon His people (to
refine and produce a remnant) and upon the nations (in wrath and vengeance on
His enemies), mercy is yet available for those who will call out to God in faith
and repentance. The prophets are full of declarations of God’s intention to
preserve a believing remnant of Israel and to rule and reign from Mt. Zion in
Jerusalem.
Isaiah 2:2-3 “And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain
of the LORD’S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And
many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain
of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”
Micah 4:1-2 “But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of
the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains,
and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. And
many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain
of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”
Zechariah 8:3 “Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of
truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.”
This will obviously come to pass when the Lord Jesus returns as King of kings to
take the throne of David in Jerusalem at the end of the tribulation.
Revelation 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which

had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.”
When I looked at the Hebrew for deliverance, it was very interesting to note that it
made specific reference to an “escaped remnant.” The preservation of this
remnant has also been clearly recorded throughout scripture.
Isaiah 10:20-21 “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of
Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again
stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy
One of Israel, in truth. The remnant shall return, even the remnant of
Jacob, unto the mighty God.”
Jeremiah 23:3-6 “And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all
countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their
folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. And I will set up shepherds
over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be
dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD. Behold, the days
come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and
a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in
the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely:
and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
Micah 2:12-13 “I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely
gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of
Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise
by reason of the multitude of men. The breaker is come up before them:
they have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out
by it: and their king shall pass before them, and the LORD on the head of
them.”
Every time I read through Revelation I am amazed that any survive that awful
time of judgment, let alone enough for Antichrist to muster a huge army and
others be left to be judged regarding worthiness to enter Messiah’s kingdom—
not only from Israel but from among the nations.
The chapter break is unfortunate. Chapter 3 will pick right up with the flow of
this chapter.

